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REPORT AT THE END OF THE WEBINAR ON WORLD WATER DAY
World Water Day is an annual United Nations observance day held on 22nd March annually. Its focus is majorly on highlighting the importance of fresh water and advocating for the sustainable management of freshwater resources as well as their contribution to human survival. 
In commemorating this year’s World Water Day with the theme: 'Water for Peace,' ACIOE Foundation, in collaboration with the Lagos State Health District VI, organized a one-day webinar on March 27th, 2024. The webinar, which had over 350 registered participants from relevant ministries, departments and agencies (MDAs), civil society organizations (CSOs), developmental partners, networks/coalitions, healthcare professionals, and private sectors in Lagos State, had two sessions anchored by carefully selected and renowned speakers.  
The webinar focused on the importance of water in the environment, waste management, sanitation, and regulations, its usefulness in healthcare delivery, and its contribution to global peace and prosperity. 
Dr. Cecilia Mabogunje, Permanent Secretary of Lagos State Health District VI, delivered the keynote address. She explained the importance of celebrating World Water Day and the role of water in healthcare delivery. She stated that the health district is ready for collaborations with key stakeholders to promote water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) as a medium to achieve and sustain healthy living and an avenue to improve quality healthcare service delivery at the grassroots level in Lagos state. 
The first speaker, Engineer Adefemi Afolabi, General Manager of Lagos State Wastewater Management Office (LSWMO), gave his presentation on “The Importance of Water in the Environment’’ Exploring Waste, Sanitation, and Water Regulations in Lagos State. The presentation clearly described some of the challenges Lagos State is facing when it comes to water pollution; this includes indiscriminate discharge of untreated industrial and domestic wastewater into the water bodies, improper solid waste management, oil spillage from pipelines and tankers, and rapid urbanization and inadequate sanitation facilities. He also highlighted some key challenges in the sanitation sector, such as ineffective process of database collection for effective planning, overlaps of functions of government institutions, low capacity development of sector operators, sanitation behaviours hard to change, low access to sanitation facilities, uncontrolled industrial effluent discharges into the city’s water resources, especially groundwater, impacts of climate change, high costs of installation and maintenance of sanitation infrastructures; and inadequate investment from the private sector.
The second speaker, Dr Odunaye-Badmus Sakeenah, the Deputy Head of Medical Emergency LASUTH, delivered a lecture on the “Usefulness of water in health: how it enhances peace and invariably prosperity’’. This was focused on the uses of water in Health care for hand-washing and hygiene, resuscitation (IV Fluids), wound irrigation, cleaning and disinfection of equipment, surfaces, hospitals/clinics, and sterilization of surgical instruments. Water is essential for basically everything related to healthcare service delivery. Her presentation also highlighted the role of water in enhancing peace and prosperity to ensure proper sanitation, which can prevent diseases and outbreaks, economic prosperity, and social well-being.
Overall recommendations made throughout the webinar to support good water and sanitation included; 
· Increase investment from the private sector into water and sanitation
· Conduct public education and sensitization programs on sanitation matters 
· Integrating multimedia elements in educational programs on water and sanitation
· Developing navigation systems for efficient water distribution
· Utilizing social media platforms to raise awareness about water conservation
Conclusion:
The webinar received a good reception and had 120 participants at its peak. ACIOE Foundation, in collaboration with relevant partners, plans to hold quarterly health webinars to discuss pertinent issues affecting health, agriculture, gender, climate, education, and the social well-being of society's vulnerable.    
The list of panelists/moderators is as follows:
· Olukunle Daramola – Coordinator, ACIOE Foundation/Webinar Moderator
· Dr. Cecilia Abimbola Mabogunje - Permanent Secretary, Primary Health District VI
· Engr. Adefemi Adedimeji Afolabi – General Manager of Lagos State Wastewater Management Office (LSWMO)
· Dr. Odunaye-Badmus Sekinat - Deputy Head of Medical Emergency,  Lagos State University Teaching Hospital (LASUTH)
· Ibukun Ajeigbe – Program Officer, ACIOE Foundation/Co-moderator 
· Ekenem Isichie- Managing Partner, ACIOE Associates 



A group picture of the panelists/moderators
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